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sition is only to a limited degree possible.    At least the real conversations must have been of greater length.
After these colloquies we can place the Mdrchen vom neuen Paris, which impresses us with its clever and rich invention. The form must be attributed to the poet's later art, as he never wrote it down till 1811. But his very definite statement forbids us to deny that the contents belong to his boyhood. Then comes a period of several years before we meet with any further intellectual documents of Goethe's youth, which may be called in the broader sense literary. These are two letters of the fourteen-* year-old boy, written in May and June, 1764, to the seventeen-year-old Ludwig Ysenburg von Buri in Neuhof. The letters are the more deserving of consideration because they acquaint us with a little episode in Goethe's life immediately after the Gretchen catastrophe, and passed over in silence in his autobiography. Buri had organised a " virtue league," called the "Arcadian Society," and Goethe wished to join it. The society received new members cautiously * and only after thorough investigation by the inspectors. The inspector for Frankfort was Karl von Schweitzer, with the league name Alexis. When Schweitzer had repeatedly disappointed his expectation of an introduction to Buri, Goethe wrote to the " Archon" in May, 1764. After a few formalities and compliments, he goes on in his letter to confess his shortcomings, in order that Herr von Buri may know whether or not they disqualify him for admission. " One of my chief failings is that I am somewhat impetuous.-I dare say you know about the choleric temperament; but nobody forgets an insult more easily than I. I am also used to laying down the law, yet when I have nothing to say I can hold my tongue. But I will gladly submit to such a discipline as one might well expect of your wisdom.-At the very beginning of my letter you will find my third fault, viz., that I write as familiarly to you as if I had known you a hundred years. But what is the difference?. This is a habit I cannot break myself of. ... It occurs to me that I have further the fault of great impatience